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Helen 
Klaben 
Kahn, 

Survivor 
of a 49- 
Day 
Yukon 
Ordeal, 

Dies at 
76 
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Helen Klaben, looking for adventure, left Brooklyn at age 20 in the summer of 1962 and drove to Alaska with a woman she had 
met through a newspaper ad. After several months in Fairbanks she was ready to move on, perhaps to explore Hong Kong or 
India. 

But first she had to reach San Francisco, her portal to Asia, so to get there she took a flight from Fairbanks to Whitehorse, the 
capital of the Yukon Territory, in early 1963 on a single-engine airplane piloted by Ralph Flores, an aircraft mechanic from 
California, sharing the expenses with him. 

After being grounded for three days by snowstorms, they took off on the next leg, to Fort St. John, British Columbia, on Feb. 4, 
despite still-dangerous weather. 
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